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a subject of interest and pleasure than of any great importance, since all Scripture is given by inspiration of GOD. Yet we may remark, that the extracts read from the Epistles are generally devotional and practical, and therefore best adapted for ordinary comprehension and general edification.
EPISTOLER. In the Injunctions of Queen Elizabeth we find that a special reader, entitled an Epistoler, is to read the Epistle in Collegiate Churches, vested in a cope.
EPOCH. A term in chronology signifying a fixed point of time from which the succeeding years are numbered. The first epoch is the creation of the world, which, according to the Vulgate Bible, Archbishop Usher fixes in the year 710 of the Julian periods, and 4004 years be-lore JESUS CHRIST. The second is the Deluge, which according to the Hebrew text, happened in the year of the world 1656. Six other epochs are commonly reckoned in sacred history: the building of the tower of Babel; the calling of Abraham; the departure of the Israelites out of Egypt; the dedication of the Temple; the end of the Babylonish captivity, and the birth of JESUS CHRIST. In profane history are reckoned five epochs : the sera of Nabonasser, or death of Sardanapalus: the reign of Cyrus at Babylon: the reign of Alexander the Great over the Persians : and the beginning of the reign of Augustus, in which our SAVIOUR was born.
ERASTIANS. So called from Erastus, a German heretic of the 16th century. The pastoral office, according to him, was only persuasive, like a professor of science over his students, without any power of the keys annexed. The LORD'S Supper and other ordinances of the Gospel were to be free and open to all. The minister might dissuade the vicious and unqualified from the Communion; but might not refuse it, or inflict any kind of censure ; the punishment of all offences, either of a civil or religious nature, being referred to the civil magistrate.
ESPOUSE, ESPOUSALS. A ceremony of betrothing, or coming under obligation for the pui^pose of marriage. It was a mutual agreement between the two parties, which usually preceded the marriage some considerable time.